CASTE   AND   CUSTOMS
out if you are loyal to your religion ; and few indeed
are the Indians who are not kept controlled and " taped "
by their religious system far more rigidly than even the
most rigid sections of the Roman Catholic Church. Your
position in life is entirely a matter of birth, and there is no
escape whatever, neither for yourself nor for any of your
descendants to aH generations. It is that fact which in
these present days is driving so many of the outcastes to
escape from this age-long fatality by joining some other
religion. In certain of the old Hindu scriptures only the
first three castes can ever attain " salvation " even in the
next world ; in most others this privilege is entirely denied
to all outcastes, only the four castes * being able to look
forward to anything in the nature of what we call eternal
life. Among our own nation, there are many who entirely
disbelieve in anything of the nature of eternal life, and per-
haps thereby deny themselves the chance of attaining it;
but this is purely a voluntary business, simply a matter of
free will. The Hindu religion knows nothing of that.
Man's destiny is laid down for him, and all he can do to
affect the future is to keep the rules of his religion strictly in
this life, in the hope that in the next incarnation he may
get a step up, a fraction nearer in the social scale to what is
the supreme desire of most Hindus—to become a Brahmin.
.If ever he can become a Brahmin, then he is sure of salva-
tion, to say nothing of a better chance in this world. If a
Brahmin, he is then able to move about with a feeing of
superiority over—not to say disdain for—his fellow-men
who are not so fortunate as to have been " twice-born/*
Notice that the doctrine of a rebirth is here implied, but
1 Bralunins (the " upper ten"), Chattryas (fighters), Vaisyas
(traders, etc.), and Sudras (farmers). The Upanishads and Vedantra
consider only the first three castes capable of redemption. The
Samkhya (a later scripture, written about the fifth century a.d.) con-
siders that all men can be saved. See introduction to The Bhagavad
Gita, (Temple Classics, J. M. Dent), by Lionel D. Bamett, for a
summary of the teaching of the Hindu scriptures on these points.
Also, go on to read the Gita itself; it has portions of real fine stuff.
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